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54-Point Growth Rate Swing Within Top 20 Supplier Ranking 
Qualcomm shows largest gain (27%) while Hynix registers biggest decline (-27%) 

IC Insights’ recent research for its November Update to The McClean Report includes an analysis of the 

top 20 semiconductor suppliers for 1Q-3Q08 (Figure 1).  There are eight U.S. companies in the top 20 

(including three fabless semiconductor suppliers), six Japanese, 

three European, two South Korean, and one Taiwanese company 

(IC foundry supplier TSMC) in the ranking.  As shown, it required 

at least $3.0 billion in 1Q-3Q08 sales to make the top 20 ranking.  

Although the top four ranked companies remained the same, and 

most of the other top 20 suppliers moved up or down only one or 

two spots in the ranking, there were a few companies that 

displayed significant changes in their 1Q-3Q08 ranking as 

compared to their full-year 2007 positions. 

Major Changes in the Ranking Include: 

 Cell phone IC supplier Qualcomm used a 27% year-over-year growth rate to jump five spots and 

rank as the 9th largest semiconductor supplier through the first three quarters of 2008.  

 The third largest fabless supplier, Broadcom, jumped five positions and is now positioned as the 

18th largest semiconductor supplier in the world.  

 DRAM-supplier Qimonda’s nightmare worsened in 3Q08 as the company dropped 12 positions 

from being ranked 18th overall in 2007 to 30th in the first three quarters of 2008.  

 With a 5% decline in 1Q-3Q08/1Q-3Q07 sales, NXP fell five spots to 15th from 10th in 2007.  For 

all of 2008, the company’s sales are forecast to decline 11% as compared to 2007.  

Summary 

With some major DRAM and flash suppliers (e.g., Qimonda, Elpida, and Spansion) no longer part of the 

top 20 ranking, the total 1Q-3Q08/1Q-3Q07 sales of the top 20 semiconductor suppliers displayed a 

relatively strong 6% increase as compared to the total worldwide semiconductor market increase of 4%.  
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Among the top 20 semiconductor suppliers, there was a 54-point swing (Figure 2) from the company that 

showed the fastest growth (Qualcomm at +27%) to the company that registered the steepest decline 

(Hynix at -27%).   

 

Figure 1 

As shown in Figure 2, eight of the top 20 companies had double-digit 1Q-3Q08/1Q-3Q07 growth rates.  

Moreover, all of these companies registered 1Q-3Q08 growth rates that were more than three times the 

4% growth rate of the entire 1Q-3Q08 semiconductor market.  It goes to show that there are still “strong” 

performers in a “slow” market. 

Given the current state of the worldwide economy and the weakening semiconductor markets, IC Insights 

expects that the top 20 semiconductor suppliers, in total, will register 4Q08 sales of $43.2 billion, a decline 

of 8% sequentially.  It should be noted that the “star” growth company in the first three quarters of 2008, 

Qualcomm, has warned that its calendar year 4Q08/3Q08 sales are expected to drop about 28%!  

However, its current full-year 2009 WCDMA/CDMA cellular phone device shipment forecast is +25%, 

essentially the same growth expected for 2008.    

For full-year 2008, the top 20 semiconductor suppliers are forecast to have combined sales of $182.2 

billion, a 2% increase over 2007.  This 2% increase is the same growth rate expected for the 2008/2007 

worldwide semiconductor market. 



COPYRIGHT © 2008 BY IC INSIGHTS, INC.  ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. 3 

 

Figure 2 

Report Details 

Further details on the top 20 semiconductor suppliers as well as extensive company profiles of more than 

220 IC suppliers, including their 5-year sales, R&D, and capital expenditures figures, key management, 

product/services offered, strategic alliances, process technology, and detailed wafer fab information can 

be found in IC Insights’ Strategic Reviews Online database.  The online database is undergoing a major 

upgrade and receives ongoing updates throughout the year.  A 12-month, single-user subscription to 

Strategic Reviews is priced at $2,290.  Access is also available under a multi-user corporate license for 

$3,990. 
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